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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful 



INTRODUCTION 

SUNAN AN-NASA 1 AS-SUGHRA [l] 

w • 

By Abu Khaliyl 



About the Author 

He is Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Ahmad bin Shu'aib bin ‘All bin Sinan bin 

• ♦ 

Bahr An-Nasa’i. The name “An-Nasa’i” is an ascription to Nasa’ of 
KhurasanJ 2 ^ 

His Birth, Studies and Travels 

Imam An-Nasa’i was born in the year 214 or 215 after Hijrah in Nasa’ 
and he traveled to Naysabur and other cities in Khurasan, Baghdad, 
and other cities in Al-Traq, Ash-Sham, Egypt, Makkah, Al-Madinah, 
and areas of ‘Arabia to seek knowledge. 

Hi s Teachers and Students 

He learned from many important scholars of his time, including Abu 
Dawud, Al-Bukhari, Ahmad, as well as his son ‘Abdullah, Al-Bazzar, 
Ishaq bin Ibrahim Ar-Rahuwyah, Ahmad bin Mani‘, Ishaq bin Shahin, 
Muhammad bin Nasr Al-Marwazi, and many others. He had many 



^ References for this introduction include: Siyar A'lam An-Nubala Al-QawlubMu’tabar, 
Bughyat Ar-Raghib; AUAnsab ; Mu'jam Al-Buldan ; Dhakhirat AB'Uqba , and others noted 
in the text. As for controversial statements about Imam An-Nasa% they have not been 
discussed here, because it is not appropriate to mention this here, whereas famous 
biographers have allready discussed these topics, with sufficient defense and refutation of 
them all. 

^ Modem spelling is Khorasan . Perhaps Nasa 5 is Nisa , which is located about 18km 
southwest of Ashgabat (also spelled Ashkhabad; Ashkabat; Ashgabad) in Turkmenistan. 
Previously; it was part of the Khorasan area. Scholars disagree over whether this name is 
a foreign name; (Mu'jam Al-Buldan) or is derived from the Arabic word nisa’ (women), 
as stated by As-Saitfani in Al-Ansab - that the Arabs named it like this because when 
they conquered the village, the men had fled, and only the women fought. And Allah 
knows best. 
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students, famous among them being At-Tabarani, Abu ‘Awanah, At- 
Tahawi, Ibn As-Sunni, and many others. As is widely known, some of 
his teachers also heard narrations from him. 

His Books 

He authored many books, most important of which is Sunan Al-Kubra 
or the Grand Sunan which has been published during our time.'- 1 -' 
Among his works also published are Ad-Du’afd’ wal-Matruldk, listing 
the names of weak and abandoned Hadith narrators; Tasmiyat 
Fuqaha’il-Amsar, Min As-Sahabah, Fa Man Ba’dahum listing the 
names of famous scholars of Fiqh among the Companions from 
different lands, along with their students; Tasmiyat Man Lam Yarwi 
‘Anhu Ghairu Rajulin Wahid, listing the names of narrators that only 
one narrator reported from, as well as others. Besides, his Amalul- 
Yawmi wal-Lailah, Tafsir, and other books have been published 
separately as well as along with his Sunan Al-Kubra. 

His Death 

It is reported that he died in the year 303 after Hijrah at the age of 
88. He first settled in Egypt for some time, then he went to 
Damascus. Scholars differ over place of his death and burial. Some of 
them say it was in Makkah, and others in Ramallah in Palestine. 

As against presumed before, today, whenever the “Six Books” or the 
“Four Sunan ” are mentioned or referred today it is the smaller 
Sunan, Sunan As-Sughra or Al-Mujtaba that is meant, not Sunan Al- 
Kubra. 

What is more important to note is that Imam An-Nasa’i compiled his 
Sunan Al-Kubra first, then sometime later, smaller Sunan, which later 
was referred to as Al-Mujtaba and is also called Mujtana. Both the 
books have a same meaning: “the selected,” and it is not clear who 
first referred to the smaller Sunan with either of these names. In fact, 
some of them also called it the Sahih. 

Scholars differ over whether Imam An-Nasa’i hims elf compiled Sunan 
As-Sughra or Al-Mujtaba - or it was a compilation of his student Ibn 
As-Sunni. The fact that since the smaller Sunan or Al-Mujtaba is 
generally known to be reported from An-Nasa’i by Ibn As-Sunni, it 



It was thought to be lost until the manuscripts were rediscovered during our time. 
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has led some to believe that it is, in reality, the work of Ibn As-Sunni. 
Imam Adh - Dh ahabi (Siyar A‘lam An-Nubala’) and whoever followed 
him held this view, saying that we only know of his Sunan through the 
narration of Ibn As-Sunni. While the fact is that Sunan Al-Kubra is 
known through the reporting other than Ibn As-Sunni. 

Upon careful review and comparison between Al-Mujtaba and Sunan 
Al-Kubra, it is clear that each of them contain narrations of Imam 
An-Nasa’i which are not included in the other. This is why most 
scholars say that since Ibn As-Sunni did not narrate Al-Kubra, while 
others did, and others did not narrate Al-Mujtaba, while Ibn As- 
Sunni did, it is clear that this is what he heard from Imam An- 
Nasa’i, and there are no means to prove other than this, because 
whenever Ibn As-Sunni’s name appeals in a narration, he said that 
he heard this from Imam An-Nasa’i, and this is mentioned at the 
beginning of the text as well. This indicates that he heard the entire 
book from Imam An-Nasa’i, and since there are narrations in Al- 
Mujtaba - as well as chapter headings - which are not contained in 
his Sunan Al-Kubra, if it was correct that Ibn As-Sunni was the 
compiler of the smaller Sunan, then they would not be considered 
Hadiths of An-Nasa’i, but Zawa’id, or additions of Ibn As-Sunni, 
and none of the earlier scholars has stated this. Instead, they list 
Ibn As-Sunni among those who reported the Sunan from Imam An- 
Nasa’i, and refer to these narrations as narrations recorded by An- 
Nasa’i, as is well- known. I1] 

As for the reason for the compilation of the smaller Sunan, a story is 
popularly reported that an Amir asked An-Nasa’i if all of the 
narrations in his book (Al-Kubra) were Saluh (correct), to which he 
replied that they were not, so he was told to compile a book in which 
only Sahih narrations were included. So he compiled Al-Mujtaba. But 



■'1 In any case, the facts are that Ibn As-Sunni reported Sunan As-Sughra or Al-Mujtaba, 
and it is not known that he reported Sunan Al-Kubra , while others reported Sunan Al- 
Kubra and it is not known that they reported Sunan As-Sughra or Al-Mujtaba , and 
each of these books contains narrations which the other does not, while Sunan Al- 
Kubra contains many more narrations. Some scholars consider it possible that Imam 
An-Nasa’i gave the task of summarizing to Ibn As-Sunni, and that Imam An-Nasa’i 
added additional narrations, and chapter headings when Ibn As-Sunni read it with 
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most of the scholars do not consider the narration of this event to be 
authentic for various reasons. 

The scholars have written a great deal about this topic, and these 
points represent only a small portion of the details related.^ 

Those Who Narrated the Sunan From Imam An-NasaT 

It was mentioned above that Ibn As-Sunni narrated the smaller 
Sunan; Sunan As-Sughra or, Al-Mujtaba from Imam An-Nasa’i. He is 
Abu Bakr Ah mad bin Muhammad bin Ishaq Ad-Dinawari, who died 
in 364 after Hijrah. 

The most popular narrators of Sunan Al-Kubra from Imam An-Nasa’i 
are Al-Hasan bin Rashiq Al-‘Askari (d. 370), Hamzah bin 
Muhammad Al-Kinani (d. 357), Abu Al-Hasan Ibn Hayyuwyah (d. 
366), Ibn Al-Ahmar of Al-Andalus (d. 358), and some others. 

Important Traits of Sunan As-Sughra 

Scholars have highly commended Imam An-Nasa’i and his work. 
Imam Ad-Daraqutni said about him: “He is given preference over 
all others who are mentioned with this knowledge from the people 
of his time.” (Suw’alat As-Sulami lid-Daraqutni) Imam An-Nasa’i 
was well-known for his knowledge in the various fields of Hadith 
and its narrators. Some scholars consider his compilation to have 
the least number of defective or weak narrations among the Four 
Sunan. 

Sunan As-Sughra contains a number of repetitive narrations, more 
similar to the Sahih of Al-Bukhari than the remainder of the Six in 
that regard. Imam An-Nasa’i often cites the same narration in various 
chapters to show what is narrated as proof for different topics. In 
some cases he uses the same Ifadith under chapter headings that 
mention opposite points. For example, in chapter 45 of the Book of 
Purification, entitled: “Leaving Any Restriction on the Amount of 
Water,” he narrated the story of a Bedouin who urinated in the 
Masjid, and the Messenger of Allah «§§ called for a bucket of water to 
pour over the area. By the chapter heading, it is clear that the 



^ This is a topic that many scholars have commented upon and differed over, As-Sakhawj 
in an earlier work {Al-QawluLMu ‘tabar) supported the first view - that it is Ibn As- 
S mini's compilation - and in a later work ( Bughyat Ar-Raghib) he supported the second 
view, that it was compiled by An-Nasa’i. 
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meaning is that the amount of water to clean the area was not 
restricted to a minimum quantity. Later, in the Book of Water, 
chapter 2, entitled: “Restricting the Amount of Water” he narrated 
the same Hadith, but this time, the apparent indication is the 
opposite. In other words, “a bucket” is the minimum amount of water 
to clean the area. Cases such as this are common, wherein he repeats 
the same narration to prove another inference. 

Al-Mujtaba contains a noticeable method of subdivision of topics 
when compared to the remainder of the Six Books. Meaning that 
Imam An-Nasa’i has included more chapter headings indicating more 
subtle points between the more commonly indicated points, in the 
more commonly mentioned chapter headings of the others among the 
Six. It is as if he considered how they named the chapters for these 
narrations, and found that in between this and that there should be 
these additional chapters, since these narrations can be used to 
support these additional points as well. This becomes clear to anyone 
who has read all of the Six Books, and compared in which chapters 
each of the compilers included this or that narration, as well as the 
grouping of related chapters. 

For example, in the case of narrations dealing with not facing the 
Qiblah when relieving oneself (see Hadiths 20-23), we find one or 
perhaps two chapters in Sahih Al-Bukhan} 1 ^ one in Sahih Muslim 
two in Sunan Abu Dawud, two in Sunan At-Tirmidhi, two in Sunan 
Ibn Majah, and four in Al-Mujtaba - while there are only two in 
Sunan Al-Kubra. One would observe from comparing all these that in 
Al-Mujtaba , he has the additional chapter: “The Command to Face 
Toward the East or the West When Relieving Oneself” 13 -' and none 
of the others among the Six has named a chapter with a “command” 
related to this topic. 



^ Since the second of them contains a narration related to the topic, according to the 
others, but the chapter name does not indicate the topic. See Sahih Al-Bukhan Nos. 144 
and 145. 

™ While it is not clear if the chapter heading wherein Imam Muslim narrated these Haditjis 
was written by him or by someone after him, as is the case with the chapters headings in 
his book in general. 

® See Haditjh No. 22, and the meaning is for the people of Al-Madiah, since the Qiblah was 
to the south for them. 
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Such cases of additional chapter headings for repeated narrations 
indicate his vast understanding or ( Fiqh ), and this is among the 
important observations of the scholars about him and his book. 

On the other hand, missing from Al-Mujtaba are the Books of 
Knowledge, Tafsir, and various books on maimers, and many other 
important topics that are mentioned in the remainder of the Six, and 
some of which are included in Sunan Al-Kitbra. 
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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful 



-ssn 



Ash-Shai kh, Al-Imam, Al-‘Alim, 
Ar-Rabbani, Ar-Ruhlah, AhHafiz, 
AI-Hujjatus-Samadani, Abu ‘Abdur- 
Rahman Ahmad bin Shifaib bin £ All 
bin Bahr An-Nasa 5 i, may Allah the 
Most High shower mercy on him, 
said: 
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1. The Book Of 
Purification 
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Chapter^ 11 1. Interpreting The 
Saying Of Allah, The Mighty 
And Sublime: When You 
Intend To Offer Saldh (The 
Prayer), Wash Your Faces And 
Your Hands (Forearms) Up To 
The Elbows. 121 
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1. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet jj| said: 
“When any one of you wakes from 
sleep, let him not dip his hand in 
(the water he uses for) his Wudu’ 
until he has washed it three times, 
for none of you knows where his 
hand spent the night.” (Sahih) 
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[1] Note that for many of the headings, the author did not say: “Chapter.” In this 
translation, we placed the word “chapter” prior to each of his headings in either case. 

[2} Al-Ma’idah 5:6. 
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1. Imam An-Nasa’i introduced the Book of Purification with this Hadith in order 
to make it clear that one should begin one's ablution by washing one’s hands, 
a point that is explicitly mentioned in various Hadith narrations [Sahih Al- 
Bukhdfi : Ablution, Hadith : 185, 186 and Sahih Muslim: Purification Hadith : 
225] (Sahih) 

2 « This Hadith contains the ruling of washing one’s hands after waking up from 
sleep; however, the ruling is general, in that it applies to any occasion upon 
which one performs ablution. The basis for this ruling is doubt: From one 
ablution to the next, one does not know what impurities one’s hands might 
have come into contact with inadvertently. Since hands touch various objects 
throughout the course of a day - such as various body parts and other objects 
that may or may not be pure - one should wash one’s hands before 
performing ablution. It is essential to wash one’s hands upon waking up from 
sleep; and, although not essential, at other times it is desirable to wash one’s 
hands prior to performing ablution. The purpose of ablution is not merely to 
achieve ritual purity, but bodily cleanliness as well 

3. There are two kinds of impurities. The first is the impurity that is visible or 
somehow palpable; this kind of impurity must be removed. The second kind 
of impurity is neither visible nor perceptible through any of the senses, such 
as urine that becomes dry, say, on dark fabric - urine that can then neither be 
seen nor perceived through the sense of smell. If there is doubt - or in other 
words, if one suspects that such impurities are present on one’s body or 
clothing - one should certainly take the trouble of washing the potentially 
sullied area on one’s skin or clothing three times. 



Chapter 2. (Using) Siwak When 
Arising During The Night 
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2. It was narrated that Huthaifah 
said: “When the Messenger of 
Allah s§! got up at night, he would 
brush his mouth with the Siwak” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 



1. When one rises after a night’s sleep, it is recommended ( Mastahab ) for one to 
use a Miswdk (tooth-stick) to clean the inside of one’s mouth. However, doing 
so is not an essential part of ablution. This is because, in narrations that 
describe how the Prophet 0$ regularly performed ablution, the use of a tooth- 
stick is not mentioned. Nevertheless, the Prophet ||§ did strongly urge 
Muslims to use a Miswdk at the time of eveiy ablution. 
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2. The Miswak is a means of purifying the mouth. It denotes any object with 
which it is possible to cleanse the mouth. It could either be the twig of a tree 
or a brash made of bristles, or any other pure substance. 



Chapter 3. How To Use The 
Siwak 
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3. It was narrated that Abu Musa 
said: “I came to the Messenger of 
Allah when he was using the 
Siwak , and the end of the Siwak was 
on his tongue, and he was saying, 
“‘A’, ‘a’” ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

1. The purpose of using a tooth-stick is to cleanse the mouth. Siwak (or 
Miswak), therefore, should be used in such a way that not only the teeth 
become clean, but the tongue and the throat also become pure from all lands 
of filth and unclean particles. 

2. When one uses a Miswak, one’s face becomes contorted and twisted as one 
maneuvers a Miswak throughout the inside of one’s mouth - especially when 
one is tiying to get to hard-to-reach places. Thus, when using a Miswak, one’s 
face becomes unpleasant to look at; nonetheless, based on the Sunnah of the 
Prophet j|| and on the importance of cleaning the inside of one’s mouth, one 
should not be shy to use a Miswak in the presence of others. 



Chapter 4. Can The Imam Use 
The Siwak In The Presence Of 
His Followers ? 

4. It was narrated from Abu 
Burdah that Abu Musa said: “I 
came to the Prophet 3§i when he 
was using the Siwak and with me 
were two men of the Ash'aris - one 
on my right and the other on my 
left - who were seeking to be 
appointed as officials. I said: "By 
the One Who sent you as a 
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Prophet with the truth, they did not 
tell me why they wanted to come 
with me and I did not realize that 
they were seeking to be appointed 
as officials/ And I could see his 
Siwak beneath his lip, then it 
slipped and he said: 'We do not’ - 
or; £ We will never appoint as an 
official anyone who seeks that. 
Rather you should go/” So he sent 
him (Abu Musa) to Yemen, then 
he sent Mu'adh bin Jabal to go 
after him - may Allah be pleased 
with them. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



1* Beyond the theme of the present chapter, this Haduth makes it clear that a 
person acts inappropriately when, without being asked to do so, one seeks out 
a position of authority. Instead, nominating suitable candidates for leadership 
positions should be left to the discretion of the ruler. But if the ruler himself 
asks for petitions for any post or position, it is appropriate to offer oneself for 
it, particularly if one has the required skills and qualifications for the job. For 
instance, on the occasion of the Battle of the Trench, Allah's Messenger *§§ 
asked, “Which one of you will rise and go to see what the Quraish are about.” 
Zubair 4» then offered himself for the task [Sahih Al-Bukhari - 2846]. In other 
words, the modern-day practice of sending applications for employment has a 
precedent in Islam, and is therefore appropriate and correct. 

2. Besides moving a Miswak to the right and to the left, one should make 
upward and downward motions with it as well, so that the fibers of the tooth- 
stick may reach places between the teeth and remove any substance that 
forms on one's teeth or remains stuck between them. This is evidenced by the 
word, “ Qalasat ” which occurs in the Hadith . 



Chapter 5, Encouragement To 
Use The Siwak 

5. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abu ‘Atiq 
said: “My father told me: T heard 
‘Aishah say, (narrating) from the 
Prophet “ Siwak is a means of 
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purification for the mouth and is 
pleasing to the Lord/’ (Sahth) 
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Comments: 

The purpose of this chapter is to show that the tooth-stick is a worthy and 
commendable cleaning instrument. That being said, its use is not obligatory. 
Nor, for that matter, is using it an integral part of performing ablution. 

Chapter 6, Using Siwak A 
Great Deal 
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6. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “The Messenger of 
Allah s|| said: T have indeed urged 
you with regard to the Siwak”* 
{Sahth) 
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Chapter 7. Permitting The 
Usage Of Siwak In The 
Afternoon For One Who Is 
Fasting 



^JJJL J - (V j^Jl) 



(V 




7. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah said: “Were it not that it 
would be too difficult for my 
Ummah, I would have commanded 
them to use the Siwak at (the time 
of) every Salah” (Sahth) 
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Comments: 



X. This proves that using a Miswdk (tooth-stick) is not obligatory, and is not an 
actual component of ablution. It is, nonetheless, a highly recommended 
( Mustahab ) practice. 

2. “At (the time of) every prayer” means the afternoon prayers (Zuhr and *Asr) 
as well. This proves that, when one is fasting, and when one offers either of 
the afternoon prayers, one may clean the inside of one’s mouth with a 
Miswdk. 

3. At the time of eveiy prayer signifies that making use of the Miswdk is 
recommended also at the time of every Saldh. 



Chapter 8. (Using) Siwak At All 
Times 
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8, It was narrated from AI-Miqdam 
- Abu Shnraih - that his father 
said: “I said to ‘Aishah: ‘What did 
the Prophet 3§§ start with when he 
entered his house?’ She said: ‘The 
Siwak. 933 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This continues on the theme of the previous chapter: For just as the Prophet 
|g used the Miswdk at the time of prayer, so too did he use it whenever he 
re-entered his home. 
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Mentioning The Fitrah (The Sj_LaiJ| \ 

Natural Inclination Of Man) " ; 



Chapter 9. Circumcision 
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9. It was narrated from Abu Hurairah 
that the Messenger of Allah j|g said: 
“The Fitrah are five: Circumcision, 
removing the pubes, trimming the 
mustache, clipping the nails, and 
plucking the armpit hairs (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. To define these matters as being Fitmh, or innate human nature, signifies that 
man’s inherent nature instinctively demands these things. On a similar note, 
the religion of Islam is called Fitiah because its teachings and articles of belief 
are closely akin to man’s natural inclinations. 

2. Circumcision has been included in the acts of Fitiah because, in the 
uncircumcised condition, the foreskin (the prepuce) hinders purification. 
Drops of urine might remain lodged inside the foreskin, and after sexual 
intercourse, the existence of foreskin might prevent a person’s glands from 
being cleansed. 



Chapter 10. Clipping The Nails ( \ * ii^i3l) - ( \ * 



10. It was narrated that Abu Hurairah 
said: “The Messenger of Allah $]§ said: 
'The Fitrah are five: Trimming the 
mustache, plucking the armpit hairs, 
clipping the nails, removing the 
pubes, and circumcision. 5 ” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



Paring the nails has been considered among the acts of Fitmh because dirt 
and filth particles accumulate under unclipped nails; such an accumulation, to 
be sure, hinders purification. Also, purely on an aesthetic note, unclipped 
nails betray a lack of good hygiene and are unpleasant to look at. 



Chapter 11. Plucking The 
Armpit Hairs 

11. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet Ig said: 
“The Fitrah are five: Circumcision, 
shaving the pubes, plucking the 
armpit hairs, clipping the nails and 
taking from the mustache.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

There are various reasons why one should remove armpit hair. First, armpit 
hairs are unpleasant to look at. Secondly, if one’s armpit hairs are long, dirt will 
get stuck in them, thus making it difficult, if not impossible, to achieve complete 
cle anlin ess in that area of the body. And finally, the armpit is a warm part of the 
body that is prone to abundant perspiration, the result of which is an unpleasant 
odor, which is certainly heightened with the presence of long armpit hair. Hence, 
natural human decorum demands that the underarms be kept hair-free, so that 
they remain clean, free of foul odors, and neat in appearance. 



Chapter 12. Shaving The Pubes 

12. It was narrated from Ibn 
‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah 
|g said: “The deeds connected to 
the Fitrah are: Clipping the nails, 
removing the mustache and shaving 
the pubes.” {Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Shaving of the pubes has also been included in the acts of Fitmh because 
urine, excrement, and fluids related to sexual activity may defile the pubes if 
they are long. If one of the said impurities gets into one’s pubes, it may be 
difficult to remove it, especially when water is scarce. Hence, it is necessaiy to 
shave pubic hah in order to protect oneself from both impurity and foul 
odors. 

2. The term Halq (or shaving) occurs in the Hadith. But there is a consensus 
among scholars that pubes may be removed by any means: be it by shaving, by 
using depilatory creams, by pulling them out, or by cutting them. 

3. Tlie private parts that must be shaved include both the front and the rear 
private areas of the body. Nonetheless, there are some scholars who believe 
that one has to shave only the private area that is on the front side of one’s 
body. And Allah knows best! 

Chapter 13. Trimming The 
Mustache 

13. It was narrated that Zaid bin 
Arqam said: “The Messenger of 
Allah *§§ said: 'Whoever does not 
trim his mustache, he is not from 
one of us.”’ (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

A mustache is a sign of adulthood: It distinguishes between a child and an 
adult. But if it is allowed to grow long, it will dip into foods and drinks. Since 
specks of dust, saliva, nose dirt, and other unclean particles are likely to 
become entangled into a long mustache, it stands to reason that one should 
trim one’s mustache. In fact, the Shari'ah commands Muslims to trim their 
mustaches. The command to do so, however, is limited to that part of the 
mustache that is directly above one’s upper lip. As for the two sides of ; 
mustache, the sides that meet up with one’s beard, one does not have to trim 
the mustache hair that is present there. 
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Chapter 14. The Time Limit 
For That 
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14. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “A time limit was set 
for us, by the Messenger of Allah 
2§§, regarding trimming the 
mustache, clipping the nails and 
plucking the pubes; we were not to 
leave that for more than forty 
days,” on one occasion he said: 
“Forty nights.” (Sahih) 
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Forty days is the uppermost limit, in that one must do the above-mentioned 
acts at least once every forty days. That being said, one may perform those 
acts whenever the need to do so is felt - whenever foul odor, the 
accumulation of dirt, or a feeling of dirtiness call for the taking of action. 



Chapter 15. Trimming The 
Mustache And Letting The 
Beard Grow 

15. It was narrated from Ibn 
fi Umar that the Prophet ^ said: 
“Trim the mustache and let the 
beard grow.” (Sahih) 



£U*I j yjliJl i\fy -(\e ^J\) 
Oo jdl\ 




^ 4>! Ji-p ^ (oA^r) 4^1 i^-LUl ^4 JLp Jala] 

lA fcjlUiil ^£>*1 qA (Y^^) ^ fcajjajiJj i j 4 j 

tor) c c«^ai 

Comments: 

Here, the Prophet ^ made a clear distinction between the Islamic ruling of 
keeping a beard and the Islamic ruling of keeping a mustache. On the one 
hand, he j|g commanded Muslim men to trim their mustaches; and on the 
other, he ordered Muslim men to allow their beards to grow. This is because 
a beard is a natural characteristic of a true man. To shave it off or to trim it, 
such that the skin underneath it can be seen, is to liken oneself to a woman, 
which is something that is clearly forbidden in Islam. However, to trim what 
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goes beyond a clenched fist held from the jaw - for a beard that is very long - 
is not prohibited, as is evidenced by the practice of some Companions of the 
Prophet jgjj. 



Chapter 16. Moving Far Away 
(From Everyone) When 
Relieving Oneself 

16. It was narrated that ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Abi Qurad said: “I 
went out with the Messenger of 
Allah to an isolated area, and 
when he wanted to relieve himself 
he moved far away.” (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

To relieve oneself, one must choose either an out-of-the-way spot - out of the 
eyeshot of people - or an enclosed room or shed, so that people who are 
nearby are not bothered by offensive noises and odors. Toilets in modem days 
exist inside houses, and usually meet all these objectives quite well. 



17* It was narrated from Al- 
Mughirah bin Shu‘bah that when the 
Prophet #f would go away (to relieve 
himself) he would go far away. He 
went to relieve himself when he was 
on one of his journeys, and said: 
“Bring me (water for) Wudu\” So I 
brought him (water for) Wudu \ and 
he performed Wudu' and wiped over 
his Khuffs. (Sahih) 

The Shaikh^ said: “Ismail (one 
of the narrators) is Ibn Jaffar bin 
Abi Kathir Al-Qari; 
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m Meaning the author, and it appears that Ibn As-Sunni who heard the text, said this. 
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Chapter 17. Allowing One To 
Not To Do That 
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18. It was narrated that Hudhaifah 
said: “I was walking with the 
Messenger of Allah ^ and he came 
to some people's garbage dump and 
urinated while standing up. I turned 
to go away, but he called me back (to 
conceal him), and I was just behind 
him . Then when he had finished, he 
performed Wudu f and wiped over 
his Khuffs . ” (Sahih) 



: jii ^ eai - u 
JSJS I ^ : Jli u^il 

' ' * 0 t * . *\ I « "*■ O *• > 0 

^0 I . (J U J^>- ^jp 4 

JUi ^ji <Llli li 4>i J j-ij 

^ '' C ^ 0 i ^ .l'" 1 ’* ^ >B«J I ** . t “ 

4~dP JLLP CJ5 j , ^IpJb 41P 4 UjU 

■*> r- - f tf . ^ f ■ - s- 

• J* U* jj ^ 4 {y> 



c(YYt) 4 Ijplij LjilS JjJl <*->!> 4^j-m^jJ1 iji5 <>-^>-1 4 4-Jp (JjsioJ 

^jS j-bj Jj Cj 1 ^" (Y VYO ^ 4 J jUpdl j^glp 4 o j 1 ^lal I *— jIa? 4 ^JLwo j 



.[(U) c 4^<J! 

Comments: 



1. The Prophet's practice was to urinate in a squatting position. But in the above- 
mentioned incident, he urinated while standing. Various rational and coherent 
explanations have been given to explain this Hadith. For instance, some 
scholars have suggested that the Prophet 5 ®§ urinated while standing in order to 
protect himself from the filth of the public garbage dump. Had he urinated in a 
squatting position above the dump, his clothing or his body would likely have 
been either smeared with filth, or sullied with urine that splashed back from the 
refuse. The latter possibility was likely since urine would have fallen close by 
and returned toward his feet. Other scholars have said that the Prophet gg was 
suffering from knee pain, and thus it was difficult for him to urinate from a 
squatting position - this explanation is corroborated by a Hadith that is related 
in Sunan Al-Bayhaqi (Sunan Al-Bayhaqi Al-Kubra: 1/101); it should be noted, 
however, that that narration is weak. 

2. The intent of the chapter is to show that if one is confident that one will not 
bother others with offensive sounds and smells, one does not need to go far in 
order to urinate; rather, under such circumstances, it is sufficient to simply 
screen oneself, so that others cannot see him. 
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Chapter 18. What To Say 
When Entering Al-Khala’ (The 
Toilet) 

19. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “The Messenger of Allah 
#1 entered Al-Khala f (the toilet) and 
said: ‘ All&humma inni a'uthu bika 
min al-khubuthi wal-khaba’ith (O 
Allah, I seek refuge with You from 
male and female devils).”^ ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 



1. Entering denotes intent to enter, as is explained in a narration that is related 
in Sahih Al-Bukhai% (Hadith 142). Therefore, this supplication should be 
uttered before one enters the toilet. 

2 Khubth and TQiaba'ith may mean filth, unclean habits, or foul deeds. The two 
words, however, may also refer to male and female devils, respectively. 



Chapter 19. The Prohibition Of 
Facing The Qiblah When 
Relieving Oneself 

20. It was narrated from RaiT bin 
Ishaq that he heard Abu Ayyub Al~ 
Ansari say - when he was in Egypt: 
“By Allah, I do not know what I 
should do with these Karats 
(toilets). The Messenger of Allah 
$g| said: 'When any one of you goes 
to defecate or urinate, let him not 
face toward the Qiblah , nor turn 
his back towards it. 555 (Sahih) 
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^ See Ma ( dlam As-Sunan by Al-Khattabi. Arid Al-Khala’ is the area one relieves oneself in. 
It refers to outside or other than that, it shoud not be understood to mean toilet only. 




The Book of Purification 



36 



ejlg&l kites' 



C Us 1 ^3 jj Ai lLJJ La JL?- 1 \ £ / 0 1 1^9 l d<2 J 

.[•jj 5 j ^)>3 <ij nr/^ ^ IjLvj Oyo c ovv) ^ ^uji 

Comments: 

“Let him not face toward the Qiblah, nor turn his back toward it”: The 
wording of this narration clearly indicates that the said prohibition applies to 
all places - to toilets inside of houses and to wide open spaces, such as fields, 
valleys, deserts, or out in the wilderness. Imam Abu IJanifah’s legal ruling in 
the matter is in harmony with that literal interpretation. Imam Ash~Shafi% 
however, ruled that the prohibition applies only to situations wherein one 
relieves oneself in wide open spaces. Thus, according to his legal ruling, when 
one relieves oneself while inside a building (a four-walled enclosure), one may 
turn toward the Qiblah . And Karats is plural of Karyas; it is like a modem day 
commode. 

Chapter 20. The Prohibition Of 
Turning One’s Back Towards 
The Qiblah When Relieving 
Oneself 

21. It was narrated from Abu Ayyub 
that the Prophet said: “Do not 
face toward the Qiblah nor turn your 
backs toward it when defecating or 
urinating, rather face toward the east 
or the west.” ( Sakik ) 
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Comments: 

“Rather turn to the East or to the West”: This phrase relates to people whose 
Qiblah [the direction of the Ka’bah in Makkah] is not in the direction of the 
East or the West; for instance, the Qiblah for the inhabitants of Al-Madinah 
is in the direction of the south. And the inhabitants of Pakistan and India turn 
their faces toward the East or the South. 



Chapter 21. The Command To 
Face Toward The East Or The 
West When Relieving Oneself 

22. It was narrated that Abu Ayyub 
Al-Ansari said: “The Messenger of 
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Allah gg said: 'When any one of you 
goes to defecate, let him not face 
toward the Qiblah y rather let him 
face toward the east or the 
west ” 9 (Sahih) 
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Chapter 22. Allowing That In 
Houses 
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23. It was narrated that Abdullah 
bin ‘Umar said: “I climbed on the 
roof of our house and saw the 
Messenger of Allah *§§ on two bricks, 
facing toward Bait AUMaqdis 
(Jerusalem), relieving himself.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Here, “owr house” refers to the apartment of Hafsah ^ the mother of the 
believers (Umm AhMominin) and the sister of Abdullah bin ‘Umar 4*. 

2. Bait Al'Maqdis is situated north of Madinah, while Makkah is situated south 
of Madinah. Therefore, the Prophet’s gg back was turned toward the Qiblah . 

3. Based on this narration, Imam Ash-Shafili and other Scholars of Haditjt 
(Muhaddithin) have argued that it is permissible to face or turn one’s back 
toward the direction of the Qiblah if one is inside a building. Otherwise, the 
Prophet 3g| would not have turned his back to the Qiblah as he gf did based 
on the wording of this Hadith. This is the strongest opinion in the matter, for 
it takes into account all pertinent Hadith narrations. Furthermore, according 
to this legal ruling, one saves oneself from speaking without proof - for there 
is no proof that the ruling contained in this Hadith is abrogated, nor is there 
proof that what is mentioned in this Haditjt is specific to the Prophet gg. 
Besides, what is mentioned about the Prophet gg in this Hadith is also 
attributed to Ibn ‘Umar in a narration that is related in Sunan Abu Dawud 
(At-Tahdrah, Haditli 11). Nonetheless, whenever possible, one should act 
cautiously in this matter (i.e., when one relieves oneself inside of a building, 
one should try to avoid facing the Qiblah as well as turning one’s back to it). 
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Chapter 23. The Prohibition Of 
Touching One’s Penis With The 
Right Hand When Relieving 
Oneself 

24. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin Abi Qatadah, from his father, 
that the Messenger of Allah sg| 
said: "When any one of you 
urinates, let him not hold his penis 
in his right hand.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Although this specifically mentions the situation of urination, the ruling 
concerning defecation is basically the same because it entails an even greater 
possibility of soiling oneself with impurity. In short, therefore, regardless of 
whether one is urinating or defecating, one should - while in the act of 
relieving oneself, or in the act of cleaning oneself afterward - touch one’s 
private areas only with one’s left hand, 

2. It is very important to safeguard one’s right hand from all forms of impurities. 

3. Although a dirty hand becomes pure upon washing it, it is against one’s sense 
of refinement to let one’s right hand, with which one eats, become soiled or 
sullied with impure matter. 



25. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin Abi Qatadah that his father 
said: “The Messenger of Allah 
said: ‘When any one of you enters 
Al-Khala’ (the toilet), let him not 
touch his penis with his right 
hand-’” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 24. Allowing One To 
Urinate While Standing In A 
Desolate Area 

26. It was narrated from Hudhaifah 
that the Messenger of Allah 0 
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came to some people’s garbage 
dump and urinated while standing. 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: • [(T ° C "*■>&' </ ° A> C>’ ^ 

This report and its explanation have already been mentioned above: see 
Hadith 18. 



27. It was narrated that Mansur 
said: “I heard Abu Wa’il (say) that 
Hudhaifah said: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 3 §§ came to some people’s 
garbage dump and urinated while 
standing/” (Sahih) 



28. It was narrated from Hudhaifah 
that the Prophet j|§ went to some 
people’s garbage dump and urinated 
while standing. In his narration, 
Sulaiman bin ‘Ubidullah said: “And 
he wiped over his Khuffs” but Mansur 
did not mention the wiping. [11 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 25. Squatting While LUl^ c*p 1 J - (Yo ^«J|) 

Urinating In The House " 

(Y 0 



29. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “Whoever tells you that the 
Messenger of Allah ;§g urinated 
standing up, do not believe him, for 
he would not urinate except while 
squatting/ 5 (Hasan) 
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^ Meaning, in this route, since Shu‘bah narrated it from both Sulaiman and Mansur. 
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Comments: 

Here, 'Aishah ^ relates the Prophet's gf usual practice. Apparently, ‘Aishah 
^ heard about the report which indicated that, at least on one occasion, the 
Prophet urinated while standing up. Apparently, it was something the 
Prophet did outside of the home; thus it was only natural that ‘Aishah ^ 
had no knowledge about it. This Hadith, therefore, does not negate the 
previously mentioned authentic Hadith - the Hadith which describes how the 
Prophet Ig once urinated while standing up. 



Chapter 26. Urinating Toward 
An Object With Which One Is 
Screening Oneself 

30. It was narrated that ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Hasanah said: “The 
Messenger of Allah <S| came out to 
us with a small leather shield in his 
hand. He put it down, then he sat 
behind it and urinated toward it. 
Some of the people said: 'Look, he is 
urinating like a woman.' He heard 
that and said: ‘Do you not know 
what happened to the companion of 
the Children of Israel? If they got 
any urine on themselves they would 
clip that part of their garments off. 
Their companion told them not to 
do that and he was punished in his 
grave. 5 ” (Da ‘if) 
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Comments: 



I. “As a woman urinates”; this comparison alludes either to urinating while 
squatting or while one conceals oneself behind a screen. The person who 
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littered these words might not have been a man who had been nurtured and 
trained by the Prophet 0, or else he might have been a disbeliever, a new 
Muslim, or a hypocrite. 

2. “Cut with scissors” denotes cloth that was sullied with urine and not the body. 



Chapter 27. Being Careful To 
Avoid Contamination With 
Urine 

31. It was narrated that Ibn c Abbas 
said: “The Messenger of Allah 0 
passed by two graves and said: 
‘These two are being punished, but 
they are not being punished for 
something that was difficult to 
avoid. As for this, he used not to 
take precautions to avoid (his body 
or clothes being soiled by) urine, 
and this one used to walk around 
spreading malicious gossip/ Then 
he called for a fresh palm-leaf stalk 
and split it in two, and placed one 
piece on each of the two graves. 
They said: £ 0 Messenger of Allah, 
why did you do that?’ He said: 
'Perhaps the torment will be 
reduced for them so long as this 
does not dry out/” ( SaJuh ) 

Mansur contradicted him, he 
reported it from Mujahid from Ibn 
'Abbas, but he did not mention 
Tawus in it. 
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Comments: ’ ' 

The wording of this narration suggests that to protect oneself from these acts 
is not something difficult. In fact, both these acts - as is indicated by this 
narration and by others as well - are major sins. 



Chapter 28. Urinating In A 
Vessel 
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32. It was narrated that Umaimah 
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bint Ruqaiqah said: “The Prophet 
g| had a vessel made from a date 
tree in which he would urinate and 
place it under the bed.” (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

If there is no particular place set apart for urination in a house or if it is not 
possible to reach such a place, then to urinate in a chamber-pot or receptacle 
kept near one’s bed and to empty it out at the crack of dawn, is an effective 
means of safeguarding one’s house against filth. 



Chapter 29. Urinating In A 
Basin 

33. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “They say that the Prophet £g§ 
made a will for £ AliJ 1] but he called 
for a basin in which to urinate, then 
he went flaccid suddenly (and died), 
so how could he leave a will?!” 
(Sahih) 

The Shaikh said: Azhar (one of 
the narrators) is Ibn Sa‘d As- 
Samman. 
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Comments: 

1. Here, ‘Aishah was refuting what members of the Rawafid sect were saying 
about the Caliphate: They claimed that, just before he died, the Prophet jgg 
decreed that ‘All <=&> should become the first Khalifah of the Muslim nation. 



^ Meaning, appointing him as the Khalifah . 
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‘Aishah ^ made it clear that what they said was false and ludicrous. She 
pointed out that what they claimed was impossible, for she had been by the 
Prophet’s side throughout the duration of his final illness. One makes one’s 
will at the time of one’s death, and when that time came for the Prophet sg, 
his head was in ‘Aishah’s lap. Thus, had the Prophet jjg made a will in which 
he appointed a Khalifah , ‘Aishah would have known about it. The fact 
remains, therefore, that he made no such will. 

2. This narration further proves that, if one is not able to reach a place that is 
designated as a toilet, one may urinate in a basin. 



Chapter 30. That It Is Disliked ^ - (V* 

To Urinate Into A Burrow In ' * , ... , lN 

The Ground (r> 

34. It was narrated from Qatadah, : Jli ^ &\ jZ* tiyJA -Vi 

from 'Abdullah bin Saqis, that the , ^ t ** , # s ; , . ' , „ 

Prophet of Allah j§| said: “None of ^ ^ ' f ' ^ 

you should urinate into a burrow in 4i| M Ji h* 

the ground.” They said to Qatadah: > /" . " \ ^ „ 

“Why is it disliked to urinate into a u? t>L*£ ^ )] * ^ ^ 

burrow in the ground?” He said: ? -UJl jdl i# 13 j 
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Comments: 

Burrows or holes in the ground are often homes to worms, insects, snakes, 
scorpions, and many other harmful creatures. As a consequence of urination 
into a burrow, such creatures will be forced to come out; this will cause 
them discomfort needlessly. And provoked, they might harm, the urinator or 
someone else. Hence the prohibition of urinating into a burrow or a hole in 
the ground. Qatadah 4* has specified such places as being the dwellings, not 
just of insects and small animals, but of jinns as well. 
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Chapter 31. The Prohibition Of 
Urinating In Standing Water 

35. It was narrated from Jabir that 
the Messenger of Allah #| forbade 
urinating into standing water. 
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Comments: 

Urinating in still water would result in impurities stagnating in the water, 
which would lead to a foul and disgusting smell. If many people urinate in still 
water, its color, odor, and taste may also change. This will render the water 
impure and unsuitable for use. 



Chapter 32. That It Is Disliked 
To Urinate In A Place Where 
One Bathes 

36, It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin Mughaffal that the Prophet jgj 
said: “None of you should urinate in 
the place where he bathes, for most 
Waswas (devilish whispers) 1 ^ come 
from that.” (Hasan) 
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Comments: 



Urination at a place of bathing is prohibited. This is because bath water would 
fall into the urine and would sprinkle onto one’s body. Besides, the impurity 
would mix with water and spread around. Common sense, therefore, demands 
that one should neither purify oneself in a place of defilement nor make impure 
a place of purification. 



Chapter 33. Greeting One Who 
Is Urinating 
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37, It was narrated that Ibn ‘Umar 
said: “A man passed by the 
Prophet ;§§ when he was urinating 
and greeted him with Salam , but he 
did not return his greeting/ 5 
(Sahih) 
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[11 1.e., with regard to whether the urine has soiled his body or not. 
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Comments: 

When one is in the process of urinating or defecating, it is not appropriate for 
one to utter remembrance of Allah or to answer another person’s greetings. 
Since it is not appropriate for one who is in such a state to return someone 
else’s greeting, one should also refrain from initiating greetings himself. 



Chapter 34. Returning The 
Greeting After Performing 
Wudu’ 

4 

38. It was narrated from Al-Muhajir 
bin Qunfudh that he greeted the 
Prophet m with Salam while he was 
urinating, and he did not return the 
greeting until he had performed 
Wudii\ When he had performed 
Wudu 1 he returned the greeting. 
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Comments: 



Though it is not appropriate to greet a person when he is urinating, if 
greetings are extended to him by mistake, he may return the greetings upon 
completing the act of urinating. 



Chapter 35. The Prohibition Of 
Cleaning Oneself With Bones 



JaiJL £lk^VI (To j^Jl) 

(To 5i>d|) 



39. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin Mas'ud, that the Messenger of 
Allah 3g| forbade cleaning oneself 
with bones or dung. ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 
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Bones do not possess the quality of absorption; they are rather hard, and so 
rather than absorb impure matter, they will only succeed in spreading impure 
matter around N a person’s body. Hence, bones should not be used for 
purification purposes. Moreover, bones and dried dung ( Rawth ) constitute 
part of the food of both jinns and their animals. It is forbidden to spoil the 
food of the two said categories of created beings. And so that is another 
reason why bones should not be used to purify oneself from urine and feces. 
This explanation has clearly been mentioned in certain Hadith narrations. 

Chapter 36. The Prohibition Of 
Cleaning Oneself With Dung 



z\L^y \ (n r ~ji) 
(n o#L 



40. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet said: 
“I am like a father teaching you. 
When any one of you goes to Al- 
Khala’ (the toilet), let him not face 
toward the Qiblah nor turn his back 
toward it, and let him not clean 
hims elf with his right hand.*’ And 
he used to tell them to use three 
stones, and he forbade using dung 
or old bones. (Hasan) 
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Chapter 37. The Prohibition Of 
Using Less Than Three Stones 
To Clean Oneself 

41. It was narrated that Salman 
said, that a man said to him: “Your 
companion (meaning, the Prophet 
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^§) even teaches you how to go to 
the toilet!” He said: “Yes, he forbade 
us from facing the Qiblah when 
defecating or urinating, or cleaning 
ourselves with our right hands, or to 
use less than three stones.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 
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This man was a polytheist - an idolater. He had uttered these words 
contemptuously, and out of ridicule. But Salman Al-Farisi answered with an 
intelligent rejoinder, in a veiy wise and dignified manner. May Allah reward 
him with the best of rewards! 



Chapter 38. Allowing The Usage £lk iVI J. - (VA -^J!) 

Of Two Stones For Cleaning * , 

(Y'A AA>tX]0 {jiff** 



42. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Al-Aswad 
(narrated) from his father that he 
heard 'Abdullah say: “The Prophet 
3 §| wanted to defecate, and he told 
me to bring him three stones. I 
found two stones and looked for a 
third, but I could not find any, so I 
picked up a piece of dung and 
brought them to the Prophet |g. 
He took the two stones and threw 
away the dung and said: “This is 
Rifcy.” (Sahih) 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: Riks is the food of the jinn. 
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Comments: 

The words used in the text of Sunan An-Nasa’i are only this much, but in 
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Musnad Ahmad the Hadith goes on to mention that Allah’s Messenger gg 
said, “One more stone,” which suggests that to contend sufficiency at two 
stones is not founded on authentic proofs. Let us assume one has only two 
stones or merely one; in such situations, one stone can be used from various 
sides thrice, but this, however, should be done very cautiously, in such a 
manner that one avoids coming into contact with the filth of a previously-used 
side of the stone. 



Chapter 39. Allowing The 
Usage Of One Stone For 
Cleaning 



(r<\ iudi) 



43. It was narrated from Salamah 
bin Qais that the Messenger of 
Allah jg said: “When you clean 
yourselves (with stones, after 
defecating), use an odd number.” 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 40. Permitting The 
Usage Of Stones For Cleaning 
Without Anything Else 



A 

44. It was narrated from ‘Aishah 
that the Messenger of Allah §| 
said: “When any one of you goes to 
the Gha’it (toilet to defecate), let 
him take with him three stones and 
clean himself with them, for that 
will suffice him.” (Hasan) 



j a 30ii - a * 

La jIp jja SjLwJL 

✓ > 

(£ * A*>d!) 






SI* S;jS- : JIS Z3 - ii 

Ui (4^ ‘4 (/ tsi' Crt 

it I | ■>" • t * " * a 1 Ja* « ^ I O i 

AUI J u! ^ iojy> 

iJrf&'l Jl jijUt CJw Bin :JG g| 

t 44alidi jUJ-i iii Lliidi 

^ ^ /■ 

' i C > | fi? 

. L^jIs 



^ 1 ^ ^ N I t a j l ^ L 1 1 t J 

.[00 t O 0 £ / ^ j 1 jJ 1 ( £ Y ) ^ l ^ 1 j> A» I 




The Book of Purification 



49 






Chapter 41. Cleaning Oneself 
With Water 
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45. Anas bin Malik said: “When 
the Messenger of Allah ^ would 
go to the toilet, I and another boy 
like me would bring a small leather 
vessel of water and he would clean 
himself with water. 35 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The objective of the chapter is to demonstrate that it is not compulsory to use 
stones. Rather one could remove traces of urine and excrement solely by 
means of water. 



A 

46. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “Tell your husbands to clean 
themselves with water, for I am too 
shy to tell them myself. The 
Messenger of Allah $g| used to do 
that/ 5 (Sahih) 
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Chapter 42. Prohibition Of 
Istinja ’ (Cleaning Oneself) With 
The Right Hand 



47. It was narrated from Abu 
Qatadah that the Messenger of 
Allah 5 §§ said: “When any one of 
you drinks, let him not breathe into 
the vessel, and when he goes to the 
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toilet let him not touch his penis 
with his right hand, nor wipe 
himself with his right hand.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The prohibition of breathing into a drinking vessel may perhaps be due to the 
reasons that one’s breath might contain a blend of unwholesome substances 
from one’s lungs, and that, subsequently, those substances might get mixed 
into the water that is inside a drinking vessel. 



48, It was narrated from Ibn Abi 
Qatadah, from his father, that the 
Prophet m forbade breathing into 
the vessel (when drinking), 
touching one’s penis with one’s 
right hand, and cleaning oneself 
with one’s right hand. (Sahih) 



49. It was narrated that Salman 
said: “The idolators said: 6 We see 
that your companion teaches you 
how to go to the toilet.’ He said: 
‘Yes, he forbade us from cleaning 
ourselves with our right hand, and 
from facing toward the Qiblah , and 
he said: ‘None of you should clean 
with less than three stones.’” 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 43. Rubbing The Hand 
On The Ground After Istinja’ 

50. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet jg 
performed Wudu’, and when he 
had performed Istinja’ he rubbed 
his hand on the ground. (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Very often, washing with water does not remove bad smell from the hands. 
Rubbing them against soil gets rid of the bad odor and removes any sticky 
impurity that may cling on to a person’s hands. In modem times, one can 
benefit by nibbing oneself with soap. Using earth or soil, therefore, is not 
compulsoiy. 



51. Ibrahim bin Jarir narrated that 
his father said: "I was with the 
Prophet sgg and he went to Al- 
Khala’ (toilet) and relieved himself, 
then he said: “O Jarir, bring Tahur 
(a means of purification).” So I 
brought him some water and he 
performed Istinja 9 with water, and 
did like this with hand, rubbing it 
on the ground. (Sahih) 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: “This resembles more with 
what is correct than the (previous) 
narration of Sharik, and Allah 
knows best.” 
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Chapter 44. Restricting The *UI ,i c-ijsJI ujLj - (t t 

Amount Of Water 

(li 



52. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar that his 
father said: “The Messenger of 
Allah gl was asked about water and 
how some animals and carnivorous 
beasts might drink from it. He said: 
‘If the water is more than two 
Qullahs , it will not carry filth.”’^ 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 



1. The objective of the chapter is to define the limit of the abundance or 
plentifulness of water. It is important to know that limit, for when a container 
or source of water reaches it, in terms of quantity, it does not become impure 
even if small quantities of impure substances get mixed into it, provided its 
color, smell, and taste do not change. 

2. The quantity of water held in two Qullahs was five hundred Rati , which 
according to the modem system of measurement comes to about two hundred 
and twenty-seven liters. 



Chapter 45. Leaving Any *UJi » cj# \ h'J - (lo & ^J0 

Restriction On The Amount Of " ’ 

Water 



53. It was narrated from Anas that 
a Bedouin urinated in the Masjid, 
and some of the people went after 
him, but the Messenger of Allah 0, 
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^ It comes with some explanation in Sunan At-Tirmidhi: Abdah (one of the narrators) said: 
“Muhammad bin Ishaq said: ‘A Qullah refers to Jirdr (These are two nouns describing large 
casks that are used to hold water), and a Qullah is the thing that drinking water is held in.’” 
At-Tirmidhi said: “This is the saying of Ash-Shafi% Ahmad and Ishaq. They say that when 
the water is two Qullahs then nothing makes it impure, as long as it does not change its smell, 
and its taste. And they say, it is approximately fifty Qirbahs (waterskins).” 
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said: “Leave him and do not restrain 
him.” When he had finished he 
called for a bucket (of water) and 
poured it over it.^ 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: “Meaning: 'Do not interrupt 
him.” 5 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Regarding the story in question, the urine had already been absorbed into the 
ground, so it was impossible to completely purify the affected area. Consequently, 
it was deemed sufficient to pour a bucketful of water so that, with that water, 
remaining traces of the urine on the upper surface of the ground might be 
eradicated and seep away into the ground; it was also hoped that, by pouring water 
over the urine, the surface of the land might become clean. 

2. This Hadith is a classic example of the Prophet’s noble and forgiving 
character. He was not provoked by the unrefined conduct of the Bedouin; on 
the contrary, he excused him for his behavior, asked him to come to him, and 
gently explained to him as to what he did was inappropriate. Afterward, the 
Bedouin expressed a great deal of appreciation for how the Prophet 
treated him. 



54. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “A Bedouin urinated in 
the Masjid, and the Prophet $§§ 
ordered that a bucket (be brought) 
and poured over it. 55 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Since he had begun to urinate, it was meaningless to stop him. The place had 
already been made filthy. Had he been stopped, Ms urine might not have 
halted and he might have polluted other places of the mosque also while 
moving around. 



^ The author will cite this narration again in No. 330 as a possible proof for setting the 
minimum, since it mentions “a bucket” as if this is the minium amount required. 
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55, Anas said: “A Bedouin came to 
the Masjid and urinated, and the 
people yelled at him, but the 
Messenger of Allah ^ said: 'Leave 
him alone/ So they left him alone. 
When he had finished urinating, he 
ordered that a bucket (be brought) 
and poured over it.” (Sahih) 



&\ - oo 

<* 

: (Jj-i-j LL l : <J l£ 



0 ✓ 0 v Q 



✓ ✓ ✓ 



Oi if 

s' 

;>CJI % t Jti 

Js- .«:/> :$| 4 1 JUS 



& (Tn) 



c 







# (“V 1 ) ^ 



:j,LJ! duOsJ) jJail] 

. .lljLd! Oo. 



Comments: 

Since the Bedouin had already begun to urinate, it was meaningless to stop 
him. The floor of the Masjid had already been made filthy. Had someone 
tried to stop him, he probably would not have been able to stop the flow of 
his urine, so other parts of the Masjid - and perhaps even the clothes of the 
people who were near him - would also have become sullied by his urine. 



56, It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “A Bedouin stood 
up and urinated in the Masjid , and 
the people started shouting. The 
Messenger of Allah ^§§ said to 
them: 'Leave him alone, and spill a 
bucket of water over his urine. For 
you have been sent to make things 
easy for people, you have not been 
sent to make things difficult/” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This narration apparently seems to contradict those reports in which the 
drying of ground is called its purification. But it could be argued that those 
reports refer to situations wherein it is not known when or with what impurity 
a piece of land becomes impure. In such situations, that piece of land is 
considered pure when it becomes dry. But if the timing of defilement is 
known - for instance, one knows that, just a few minutes earlier, someone 
urinated on a specific spot on the ground - then the affected area of the 
ground should be washed, as occurred in the above-mentioned Hadith. 
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Chapter 46. Still Water 
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57. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah *g| said: “None of you should 
urinate into still water and then 
perform WudiV with it” (Sahih) 
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58. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah jg§ said: ‘None of you should 
urinate in still water and perform 
Ghusl with it”’ (Sahih) 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: “Ya‘qub would not narrate 
this Hadith except for a Dinar.” 1 ^ 
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Chapter 47. Sea Water 

59. Abu Hurairah said: “A man 
asked the Prophet ‘O Messenger 
of Allah, we travel by sea and we 
take a little water with us, but if we 
use it for Wudu\ we will go thirsty. 
Can we perform Wudu 5 with sea- 
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Ya‘qub bin Ibrahim Ad-Dawrqi, and the meaning is that he held the view that it is 
permissible to accept a payment for narrating, contrary to many others. 
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water?’ The Messenger of Allah jg "t i- ie 

said: Its water is a means of ^ i ^ 

purification and its dead meat is ^ 5^ ? UJ| CrS 34^' 
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Comments: 

1. This narration proves that sea water is both pure and suitable for purification. 

2 . Any water that is in its basic, intrinsic form - be it from a well, a spring, a 
fountain, etc., - is both pure and suitable for purification. 

3. The Prophet gave additional information which the questioner did not ask 
about - information that was nonetheless pertinent and important. To be 
more specific, the Prophet #| informed the questioner that dead sea animals 
found floating on the surface of the sea are lawful to eat. This kind of 
response from the Prophet |jg - one in which the Prophet replied with 
additional important information that was not asked for - is called Al-Jawab 
Al-Hakim (the Wise Response). 



Chapter 48. Wudu’ With Snow 
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60. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “When the Messenger 
of Allah 5§§ started Salah, he would 
remain silent for a short while. I 
said: ‘May my father and mother be 
ransomed for you, O Messenger of 
Allah! What do you say when you 
remain silent between the Takbir 
and the recitation (in the Saldh)T 
He said: T say: AUdhumma ba‘id 
baini wa baina khatdyaya kamd 
bd'adtci baina al-mashriq wal- 
maghrib; AUdhumma naqqini min 
khatdyaya kamd yunaqqath-thawb al- 
abyad min ad-danas; Alldhummaghsilni 
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min khatayaya bith-thalji wal-ma’i wal- • . r s , , _.(» , « 

band, (0 Mali, put a great distance r^’ V "^' 1 ^ 

between me and my sins, as great as . «yj|j *uJlj Jill, ^ 

the distance You have made between * ' 

the East and the West; O Allah, 

cleanse me of sin as a white garment is 

cleansed from filth; Wash away my sins 

with snow, water, and hail)’.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This Hadith clearly supports the claim that is made in the above-mentioned 
chapter heading. In this Hadith, the Prophet $g§ put snow and water on an 
equal level Hence, ablution with snow-water is permissible. 

Chapter 49. Wudu’ With Water £&• p— S') 

From Snow ' 



Chapter 49. IFwrfu’ With Water 
From Snow 



61. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “The Prophet used to say: 
‘Allahummaghsil khatayaya bi- 
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thawb al-abyad min ad-danas (O lst^ lPj 

Allah, wash away my sins with the - - ^ iriLLji : 

water of snow and hail, and cleanse ^ ^ ^ 

my heart of sin as a white garment is . jJ 1 

cleansed of filth).’” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 50. WWm 1 With Water uu-(o» 

Of Hail . ' * 

62. £ Awf bin Malik said: “I heard . jy ^ >; ^ ^ nY 

the Messenger of Allah ^ offering " ' > ^ \ , 

the (funeral) prayer for one who <>* : ^ Lr* 

had died, and I heard him say in :<Jlf . o .x' } OS i Sj Ct.C’ 0 * 

his supplication: c Alldhummaghfir 4 ^ ^ ‘T^ 

lahu warhamhu wa ‘afihi wa a‘fu \Lk^ : Jjil dLJU 
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‘anhu, wa akrim nuzidahu wa wassV 
madkhalahu waghsilhu bil-ma’i 
wath-thalji wal-baradi wa naqqihi 
min al-khatdya kamd ynaqqatji- 
thawb al-abyad min ad-danas. (0 
Allah, forgive him and have mercy 
on him , keep him safe and sound 
and forgive him, honor the place 
where he settles and make his 
entrance wide; wash him with water 
and snow and hail, and cleanse him 
of sin as a white garment is 
cleansed of dirt) ” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 51. What Is Leftover (o ^ J&i jjd, - (o ^ 

From A Dog ; 



63. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 3§| said: “If a dog drinks 
from the vessel of one of you, let 
him wash it seven times.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Based on this Hadith , if a dog licks a dish (the term used in the Hadith above 
is “ Walagh”, which denotes the act of licking up), both the dish and its 
contents become impure. Hence, the contents must be thrown away, and the 
dish must be washed seven times. 



64. Thabit, the freed slave of 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zaid narrated 
that he heard Abu Hurairah say: 
“The Messenger of Allah gg said: ‘If 
a dog licks the vessel of any one of 
you, let him wash it seven times.”’ 
(Sahih) 
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65. A similar Haditji was narrated 
from Abu Hurairah from the 
Prophet s§§. (Sahih) 
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Chapter 52, The Command To 
Throw Away Anything Left In 
A Vessel That A Dog Has 
Licked 

66. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah *U said: £ If a dog licks the 
vessel of any one of you, let him 
throw (the contents) away and 
wash it seven times/ 55 
Abu Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: I do not know any one who 
followed Ali bin Mushir in narrating 
it with: “Let him throw it away.” 
(Sahih) 



TV\ /Y : J^>T f- \ j <. gjH+,0 a^L***J] 

TCw) c 



lit >M) J u 81^ ^Sll - (OY 





(ot 5i^30 4J&I <Li £ 






* 


- *n 


t 


< 0 , 

t s’ . ^ I t > 

if 1 if 


* 6^ 


:J!5 


s' * t O'- 1 1 ✓ 

•jo* u4 ^ < 


<>J5 
** ^ ^ ^ 


J 41531 gj I5J# :& &\ 


j Jii 


^ e s 

cr 


flO O ^ a 0 _<■#* . i t y 

iuj p JijU M 






. «o1p 


c L 


1ji 4 jUM N : x* 


4! jii 



. : iiy J* j* Qi 



4j (YV*\) ^ ct_3531 cojl^laJl i . >\zS l p a 43* 

. [(yo) 

Comments: 

Imam An-Nasa’i considers the phrase “its contents should be thrown away” to 
be Shaadh - in Haditji terminology, this means that the wording of a Haditji is 
reported by only one narrator; his other companions and contemporaries do 
not narrate it. This arouses suspicion that the narrator probably committed an 
error. That being said, syntactically the wording stands to reason. 
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Chapter 53. Rubbing A Vessel 
Licked By A Dog With Dust 
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67. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin Al-Mughaffal that the Messenger 
of Allah 0 commanded that dogs be 
killed, but he made an exception for 
hunting dogs and sheepdogs and 
said: “If a dog licks a vessel then 
wash it seven times, and rub it the 
eighth time with dust/’ (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. To keep dogs for hunting or for guarding animals is a necessity. Hence, 
Islamic law permits the keeping of such dogs. Nonetheless, these types of dogs 
may not be kept inside houses. As for cattle-guarding dogs, they should be 
kept in a cattle pen; and as for hounds that are meant for hunting and for the 
protection of harvests, they should be kept on farms. 

2. Plain purifying earth expels the traces of impurity and acts as a bactericide. 
Bacteria are not removed by water - even though, when water is used, the 
impurity of a dog’s saliva is ostensibly removed. Therefore, besides water, it is 
necessary to use purifying earth at least once. 



Chapter 54* Leftovers Of A Cat 

68. It was narrated from Kabshah 
bint Ka‘b bin Malik that Abu 
Qatadah entered upon her, then she 
narrated the following: “I poured 
some water for him for Wudu\ and a 
cat came and drank from it, so he 
tilted the vessel for it to drink.” 
Kabshah said: “He saw me looking 
at him and said: ‘Are you surprised, 
O daughter of my brother? 5 I said: 
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'Yes. 5 He said; 'The Messenger of 
Allah said: They are not impure, 
rather they are among the males and 
females (animals) who go around 
among you. 5 5 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The cat is a homely and domesticated animal. They roam freely in people’s 
houses, and once they are allowed in a house, it is difficult to keep them in 
one place. Generally speaking, cats are known to dip their mouth into bowls 
and other dishes. Since this phenomenon is beyond one’s control, their saliva 
is not deemed impure. Moreover, cats are known to be neat and clean 
animals. They are especially known to keep their mouths clean. But if the 
mouth of a cat carries any discernible impurity, and if that cat dips its unclean 
mouth into a dish, its contents would certainly become impure. 



Chapter 55. Leftovers Of A 
Donkey 
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69. It was narrated that Anas said: 
“An announcer came to us from 
the Messenger of Allah 3g§ and 
said: 'Allah and His Messenger 
forbid you from (eating) the flesh 
of domestic donkeys, for it is 
filth. 555 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Imam Ai-Nasa'i has perhaps based liis reasoning on the phrase “it is filth, 55 
which occurs in the wording of this narration. But those who hold the leftover 
of a domesticated ass to be pure argue that Allah's Messenger jgfe and the 
noble Companions used to ride asses. The saliva and perspiration of those 
animals likely came into contact with the riders’ clothes. Furthermore, Allah’s 
Messenger gg never indicated that a donkey’s saliva is impure. 
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Chapter 56. Leftovers Of A 
Menstruating Woman 
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70. It was narrated that ‘Aishah, 
may Allah be pleased with her, 
said: “While I was menstruating, I 
would nibble meat from a bone, 
and the Messenger of Allah 0. 
would put his mouth where mine 
had been. And while I was 
menstruating, I would drink from a 
vessel and he would put his mouth 
where mine had been.” ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

Since the states of menstruation and major ritual impurity ( Jandbah ) are not 
discernible impurities, the remnants of foods and drinks of a menstruating 
woman and of one who is in a state of major ritual impurity are pure. 



Chapter 57. Men And Women 
Performing Wudu 9 Together 

71. It was narrated that Ibn ‘Umar 
said: “Men and women used to 
perform Wudu 9 together during the 
time of the Messenger of Allah 5 §§.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It should be kept clearly in mind that men and women in this Hadith signifies 
men and women of one household, that is to say a husband and his wife, or a 
man and a woman who is enumerated among his unmarriageable kin - one’s 
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unmarriageable kin (Mahram) are those family members that one is forbidden 
to marry forever]. This narration certainly does not refer to marriageable kin 
( Ghayr Mahram) of various households. In other words, Islam does not permit 
unrestricted intermingling among men and women. 

Chapter 58. The (Water) J!Aj| - (oa 

leftover From The Junub ' ’ ' 

Person < - cA 



A. 

72. It was narrated from ‘Aishah 
that she used to perform Ghusl 
with the Messenger of Allah 
from a single vessel. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The objective of this chapter is to show that while in a state of major ritual 
impurity, a person is not perceptibly impure, unless his hand or other parts of 
his body cariy some kind of discernible filth. Therefore, if he dips his hand 
into water, that water will not become impure. 



Chapter 59. The Amount Of 
Water Sufficient For A Man’s 
Wudu> 

73. It was narrated that 'Abdullah 
bin Jabr said: “I heard Anas bin 
Malik say: 'The Messenger of Allah 
jf§ used to perform Wudu’ with a 
Makkuk (cup) and Ghusl with five 
Makkuks (cups).” 5 (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. What this means is that if one possesses the quantity of water mentioned, one 
is not permitted to perform the dry ablution (the Tayammum - the dry 
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ablution) - an alternative form of purification that is performed in the absence 
of water, or in situations wherein water is not available. 

2. Makkuk is a volume of measure, which has been interpreted elsewhere in a 
Hadith as the Mudd , which is also a volume of measure. If estimated in terms 
of weight, the quantity of every substance measures differently. But in terms 
of weight the Mudd measures a little more than half a liter. 



74. It was narrated from Shu'bah 
that Habib said: “I heard £ Abbad 
bin Tamim narrate from my 
grandmother - who was Umm 
‘Umarah bint Ka'b - that the 
Prophet 5 g| performed Wudu’, and 
he was brought a vessel in which 
there were two-thirds of a Mudd” 
Shu'bah said: “I remember that he 
washed his forearms and started 
rubbing them, and he wiped the 
inside of his ear, but I do not 
remember whether he wiped the 
outside of them.” (Sahih) 



jLfj J — Vi 

: jii las- '/i p 

y i£y 0 ^ | C y o y £y 4 

a UP . (_} v3 <u 



y o y x'i. 



* y o y 



<UXyJ* 

9 * y> 



* 

* fl £> i y > i _ „ _ . - „ 

CUj ojU P fl y> OOpo 

J jLa Ji 

- ^ ^ )» 

<bi Jia-U : Ju cjuJi _)jiS >ui 

j5lf ja-j jsi 

. ui>ia 0 iLU Sfj u£H 



(«) 



^ c<i jJl ^ aLJ! ^jj» L» c-aL cojlgiajl As*- 

. [(V Y ° ^ jJ-Ip) jjjj 1 (Vl) ^ t y jjs>j aj jUu ( jp 



Comments: 

In the preceding narration, it is mentioned that the Prophet gg performed 
ablution with one Mucfc? measure of water. According to this narration, he 
once performed ablution with an amount of water that was less than a Mudd . 
It follows, therefore, that one may perform ablution with a small quantity of 
water - an amount that is even less than a Mudd - provided that no part of 
any limb is left dry. 



Chapter 60. The Intention For 

Wudu’ 

■ 

75. It was narrated that "Umar bin 
Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said: “The Messenger of 
Allah said: 'Actions are only done 
with intentions, and every man 
shall have what he intended. Thus 
he whose emigration was for Allah 
and His Messenger, his emigration 
was for Allah and His Messenger, 
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and he whose emigration was to 
achieve some worldly benefit or to 
take some woman in marriage, his 
emigration was for that which he 
intended,” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This Hadith is one of the most integrally fundamental Ahdditji of the religion 
of Islam; on it rests the foundation of the Straight Path. “Deeds’ 5 in this 
Hadith refers to good deeds. Therefore, sincerity of intention is a prerequisite 
for having one’s good deeds accepted. Furthermore, if a good deed is 
performed with a bad intention, it might - in terms of how one will be 
evaluated and rewarded in the Hereafter - turn into a bad deed. 



Chapter 61. Wudu 9 Using A 
Vessel 
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76* It was narrated that Anas said: 
“I saw the Messenger of Allah ^jg 
when the time for ‘Asr prayer had 
come. The people looked for 
(water for) Wudu 9 but they could 
not find any. Then some (water 
for) Wudu 9 was brought to the 
Messenger of Allah jg§. He put his 
hand in that vessel and told the 
people to perform Wudu\ and I 
saw water springing from beneath 
his fingers, until they had all 
performed Wudu’” (Sahih) 
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Co mm ents: 

X. The intent of this chapter is to demonstrate that one may perform ablution by 
scooping palmfuls of water from a vessel. If this method is employed, one will 
have to frequently immerse one’s hand into the vessel; and thus along with 
the hand, the water leftover from the previous immersion of the hand will fall 
back into the vessel. What this means is that, with this method of performing 
ablution, a small quantity of water will end up being reused. The point here is 
that there is no harm in that happening, 

2. Numerous incidents of this kind have been narrated in authentic Ahadith. The 
fact is that, while the Qur’an is the greatest miracle with which Allah blessed 
the Prophet 2§§, He blessed the Prophet with many other miracles as well. 
For example, on numerous occasions, a small amount of water in the hands of 
the Prophet gjj| satisfied a large number of people. The Companions 4*> 
witnessed such miracles with their own eyes. [Sahih Al-Bukhdii Al-Maghazi 
(Battles): Hadith 4102]. Likewise, many times a small quantity of food sufficed 
a large number of people. These, and many other miracles are related in 
authentic narrations, and only those who have doubts about Islam in their 
hearts, will have doubts about such miracles. 



77. It was narrated that ‘Abdullah 
said: “We were with the Prophet 
sgi and they could not find any 
water. A vessel was brought to him 
and he put his hand in it, and I saw 
water springing from between his 
fingers. He said: ‘Come to a means 
of purification and a blessing from 
Allah, may He be glorified (One 
of the narrators) ALA‘mash said: 
“Salim bin Abt Al-Ja‘d told me: I 
said to Jabir: “How many were you 
that day?’ He said: “One thousand 
five hlln<Ired. ,, (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

Described here is another miracle of the Messenger of Allah 0. 
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Chapter 62, Saying Bismilldh 
When Performing Wudu y 

78. It was narrated that Anas said: 

“Some of the Companions of the 
Prophet j§§ were looking for (water 
for) Wudu\ The Messenger of 
Allah 0j said; 'Do any of you have 
water?’ He put his hand in the 
water and said: 'Perform Wudu* in 
the Name of Allah. 5 I saw the 
water coming out from between his 
fingers until they had all performed 
Wudu\” Thabit said: “I said to 
Anas: £ How many did you see? 5 He 
said: 'About seventy.” 5 (Sahih) 
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Comments: T(A£) ^ j> y»j 

According to the majority of scholars it is Sunnah to recite the Basmalah (i.e., 
to say, “In the name of Allah”) before Wudu\ One who forgets to say one is 
excused, and, Allah willing, will not be held accountable for his forgetfulness. 
But the one who remembers to say one should never abandon it, because, in 
another narration, a stem warning is given to those who do not say it: “There 
is no ablution for the one who does not mention the Name of Allah for it. 55 
(i Sunan Abi Dawud - Purification: 101) 

Chapter 63. A Servant Pouring ^ 
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79. It was narrated from 'Urwah 
bin Al-Mughirah that he heard his 
father say: “I poured water for the 
Messenger of Allah s§§ when he 
performed Wudu' during the battle 
of Tabuk, and he wiped over his 
Khuff” (Sahih) 
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